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the Queen Donna Isabella, and submitted the same project
that he had proposed to every body else, in the best way
that he could; giving the most efficacious reasons, together
with the best authorities, examples, and information.    It
seemed that he was still on those principles derided almost
as if he promised impossibilities.     Yet, after consuming
several years at court, and always remaining constant in his
assertions and persevering in his reasons, strengthening the
hopes with very rational examples, at the intercession of
some grandees of Spain, he obtained time and opportunity
to speak familiarly with the Queen Donna Isabella; and so
well did he persuade her with his good and very strong
arguments, that he induced her to believe his assertions so
far as to promise to speak to the king, and make every endea-
vour that he should be enabled to go and perform this enter-
prise.    Wherefore in a short time, first by the divine grace,
and then through the  intercession of the  magnanimous
queen, the king, Don Fernando, armed a ship and two
caravels for Christopher Columbus.   Thus, in company with
his brother Bartholomew, in the beginning of August 1492,
he sailed from Cadiz, and touched at the Gromera ; which is
one of the seven islands of the Canaries, and there he re-
mained some days, taking in water and other necessaries.
He then sailed, following his western voyage, and having
navigated several days without seeing land, the soldiers
began to murmur against Columbus; but he quieted them
and sailed on during thirty-five days, still without seeing
any signs of land, whereupon they began to use menaces
and to give him bad language, calling him a Genoese im-
postor and trickster, who did not know where he wanted to
arrive or to go, and that he was leading them to death.
Here Columbus as much as possible urged his reasons, and
begged and supplicated them to have patience, for in a short
time, with the help of God, he hoped to see a new land.
Thus quieted they navigated for some days more, but not